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A. By repeating the Doxology, Gloria Patfi. 

Q. Where is this form first met with ? 

A. In the writings of Poljcarp, bishop of Smyrna, who 
suffered martyrdom about 150 years after Christ. 

Q. To what does the Priest next proceed ? 

A. To bid the people praise the Lord. 

Q. What reply do the people make to the Priest ? 

A. They answer *' the Liord's name be praised." 

Q. Why did our Reformers place the 95th Psalm here ? 

A* To prepare us for the Psalms, Lessons, and Collects 
which follow. 

Q. How does it prepare us for these offices? 

A. By exhorting us to hear God's word, by cautioning^ 
us to beware of hardening our hearts, as was the 
case with the Jews in the wilderness, whose sin and 
punishment are set before us, to warn us from fol- 
lowing their example. 

Q. What is this Psalm often called ? 

A. The Invitatory Psalm* 

Q. Why so ? 

A. Because it invites us to the duty of prayer and praise. 

Q, When does St. Chrysostom tell us that the early 
Christians used this Psalm? 

A. During the assembly of the Congregation for diyine 
service. 

Q. Why is the Doxology inserted at the end of this 
Psalm? 

A. As a thankful acknowledgement to the Holy Trinity 
for the useful warning, just given. 

Q. Are those colons placed here and there, in this, as in 
other Psalms, intended as pauses or stops ? 

A. No ; they are points for chanting. 
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. . . . Neither man^ woman, 
nor child, shall be otherwise found in 
the Church, in the time of divine 
Service, than in quiet attendance to 
hear, mark, and understand, that which 
is read, preached, or ministered, saying, 
in their due places, audibly with the 
minister, the confession, the Lord's 
Prayer, and the creed, and making 
such other answers to the public 
prayers as are appointed in the Book 
of Common Prayer. 

\8th Canon of the Church of England. 
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PREFACE 



The Chnrch which Jesus Christ founded when upon earth, wm a 
pure Catholic Church, it did not not however remain long in its purity, 
for as years rolled by, and when the Apostles and those who had lired 
in ages immediately succeeding them, were dead, men began to en- 
cumber it with many doctrines which were neither warranted by Holy 
Scripture nor primitive custom. The Bishops of Rome, called the 
Popes, forgot in time that their kingdom, like their Master's, was not 
to be of this world, and they sought to rule and exercise authority as 
Kings and Princes of the earth. The worshiping of Pictures and 
Images — Prayers to the Virgin Mary, the denial of the cup to the 
Laity in the Lord's Supper, the prayers of the Church in an unknown 
tongue, were some among the many superstitions which crept by de- 
grees into the Church, and the people could not find out how unscrip- 
tural all these things were, because the Holy Bible was not written in 
their mother tongue. But in the year 1380, God Almighty was pleased 
to put it into the heart of John Wickliffe, a Priest of this erring Church, 
to translate the Sacred Volume into the English tongue, which immedi- 
diately opened the eyes of the people to the errors of the Romish system. 
It was not however until 1529 that matters were ripe for that great and 
important event which is called the Reformation. Then a great part of 
the nation desired to cast off the errors of the Church of Rome. In this 
employment the Bishops and Cletgy of those times took the lead, 
sanctioned by their Sovereign* King Henry 8th, who, as soon as matters 
were ready for this great work, applied themselves diligently to the 
arrangement of a form of prayer for public worship, better suited to 
the improved condition of the Church of Christ. Some advances to- 
wards meeting this want had been made in the books put forth in the 
reign of King Henry, generally called King Henry the Eighth's 
Primersj yet these contained much that was still Romish and unscrip- 



tural. In Uie second year of the good King Edward the 6th, this im- 
portant work was again undertaken, Arsh-Bishop Cranmer and oth^ 
learned and devout DiTines being appointed for this purpose; and 
here as in all points connected with the Reformation, in which thi« 
pious Arch-Bishop was engaged, they proceeded with that prudence 
and wisdom, to which wo are now to largely indebted ; their denre 
was to set aside that which was superstitious and unsoriptuial, and to 
preserre whaterer was sanctioned by Uie word of God and primitiFe 
custom. They never thought fi»r « moment of eemposing a new Litur- 
gy, ever remembering that Chey were not buildets up, but only 
cleansers and Reformers ; consequently they eonsulicd all the anoent 
works of devotion used in the first ages of the Church, which contained 
very beautiful prayers, {rata tbe«e Uiey borrowed very largely, and the 
result was, the first Prayer Book, generally known as King Edward's 
first book of Common Prayer; this however, beiug considered wanting 
in many parts, was again in the years 1550 and 1551 diligently aud 
carefully revised, in which undertaking Bucer and Martyr, two foreign 
Protestants, bore a part. This Book is known as King Edward's 
second book of Common Prayer. During the reign of Queen Mary 
the Church of Rome again obtained a short triumph, and the use of 
the Common Prayer Book was of course fiirbidden. But though it was 
thus expelled from the Churches, it was still cherished in the hearts of 
those who favoured the Reformation , and as spon as Mary died, and 
Queen Elizabeth ascended the throne of this Country, it was her first 
care to revive and improve the two Books of King Edward. This was 
efiected under another commission of learned Divines, and itwo continued 
without further alterations until the reign of King James the First, a 
period of above 45 years. Soon after his accession, a religious sect, 
called Puritans, raised many objections to the Book of Common 
Prayer, on the ground that it still contained much which savoured of 
Popery. This led to a conference between an equal number of the 
Bishops and the Puritan Divines, which ended in a fourth, though 
trilling revision of our Liturgy, and it was revised for the fifth and 
last lime, on the Restoration of Charles the Second, in 1660. We, 
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as English Churoltmcn, caonot feel too thankful to Providence, that 
notwithstanding the noise and con^roTerviet of these and the inunedi- 
atelj aueoeeding times, He has presexved for oar use so heautifiil and 
ancient a Manual of DotoUob, and so near fierfection in all its part«, 
as our present Liinrgy. For now when we offer np the prayers of our 
Chureh i^ the Almighty Father of us all, we may derive comfort and 
assnraniia from the reflection that the same prayers have for the most 
part been offered up by God's Saints, both in former and latter ages, 
that they- have been, as it wese^ -a ladder to these holy men, whereby 
through the blood of Jesus, they have been enabled to ascend en high 
in the Spirit, aad hold eonverse with their Maker ! Long may we 
i«beir our sense of the value of such a possession by our constant 
attendance at public worship, 1^ the fervency of our devotions, and by 
our deeare to render the Liturgy both plain and easy to the humbleet 
Lambs of Christ's fold. 



A, Yes i loicetuneB the litargy. 

Q. How old ie the Book of Common Prayer; or, aa 
we generaiJy uy, the Prayer Book ? 

A. Some putt of it an nearly u old as Chrietianity 
iteelf. 

Q. Wb«a did it fint anume its present form } 

A. At the period of the Reformatioa. in 1548. 

Q. By iriuMn wai the Prayer Book then compiled ? 

A. By our learned Refonners the Bisht^, and Clergy of 
tboM timea. 

Q. Did it erer nnde^o any labieqnent alteratioiu ? 

A. Ye* ; in the reign of King Edward VI., Queen Eliza- 
beth, King Jamea I., and King Charles II. 

Q. la there any book which aurpaasea the Prayer Book 
in beauty and excellence ? 

A, Yes; one, and oms only! 

Q. What is the name of that one book P 

A. The Holy Bible. 
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Q. What 18 the firat act of a devout Christian on his 

arrival in Church ? 
A. He kneels down and ailentlj asks a blessing from 

God upon his prayers.* 
Q. With what does the Prayer Book begin } 
A. With sentences taken out of Seripture. 
Q. By whom are they read ? 

A. By the Minister alone, all the congregation standing. 
Q. What is intended to be taught by these sentences ? 
A. Our unworthiness and God's goodness. Ecclesias- 

ticus, xviii. 23. 
Q. How many of these sentences does the Minister read ? 
A, One or two. 

Q. To what does the Minister next proceed i 
A. To the Exhortation. 

Q. What are the first words of the Exhortation ? 
A. " Dearly beloved Brethren, the Scripture moveth us 

in sundry places." 
Q. Explain the word " sundry." 
A. Many. 

Q. What do you mean by " cloke? " 
A. To cloke, means to hide. 
Q. Explain the word '' infinite." 
A. Without end. 
Q. What does the Minister move the congregation to do 

in this Exhortation ? 
A. To confess their sins unto God. 
Q. Why does he exhort them to do this at the beginning 

of the service ? 
A. Because unless we first confess our sins unto God, 

none of our prayers can be acceptable to Him. 

* The intenral before the Minister begins the service should be spent 
in prirate prayer and meditation. 
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Q» What Bxe tihose words printed ift sBnall lettet« immd* 

diately after the Exhortation ? 
A* They are. a direetion to the Minister and people. 
Q. What are they called ? 
A. The Rubric, 

Q. What is the nwanin^ of Rubric ? 
A. Red. 
Q. Why is this aiid other similar direcdoos in the Prayer 

Book called " Rubric/' or Red ? 
A* Because aU these directions were once printed in red 

letters, and this we still see in most of the old 

Pray^ Book3, and nuksy of the new. 
Q. How are they sometimes printed now ? 
A. In italic letters. 

Q. Are the Clergy bound to obey the Rubric ? 
A. Yes ; they are so bound by their ordination vows. 
Q. Should the Laity likewise abide by them ? 
A. Yes ; from a spirit of piety, and dutiful affection to 

the Church. 
Read the Rubric now before us— 

'* A general confession to be said by the whole 

Congregation after the Minister, all kneeling." 
Q. In what posture of the body are we here, as well as 

in other parts of the Prayer Book, directed to pray 

to God ? 
A. On our knees. 

Q. What is our authority for kneeling in prayer ? 
A. Christ himself, who, with His Apostles, kndt in 

prayer. Matt, xxvi, 39 ; Luke xxii, 41 ; Acts vii, 

60 ; ix, 40 ; xx, 36 ; xxi, 6, &g. 
Q. But if a person through any infirmity is not able to 

kneel, what should he do } 
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A. He should 8taod« 

Q. Waa it not tbe general eiMtom in the Jewish Gbordi 

to stand diuiog pnUie prayer I . , 

A. Yes. See Luke xviii. U« 13» 
Q« Why was the custom changed ? 
A. Pjrobahly on account of the example of kueeUng set 

U8 by our Saviour. 
Q. Is the coofession to be repeated, witk the Minister i 
A. Yes ; and in an audible voice* 
Q, Why is the whole Congregation ordered to jcepeat 

after the Minuter ? 
A< Xbijit we may first be witnesses of each others cpK&fee- 

wm before we unite in the pr&yers that follow. 
Q. Wbat'is the meaning of saying " there is no health 

in us. 
A. Ttiece is no spiritual healU^.in us, that is to say. we 

are all sinful. 
Q. What is the.meaning of Ameu, at the end of this, and 

the other prayers ? 
A. It means so let it be* or» my heart agrees wiA my 

Q. .Why doeft the Absolution follow next ? 
A. Because, the people having confessed their. sins to the 
'. Almighty* are justly supposed to stand in need of 

Q. Why does the Priest stand up when he repeats the 
AbsototiQn,? 

A. Because he speaks with authoiity^ as one sent by the 
Akoighty. 

Q. Why do the people continue kneeling ? 

A. As a token of.thathumflity and reverence with which 
they ought to receiye the joyful news of Ood*s par- 
don. 
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Q. What is the meaning of Absolutami^ ' 

A. The <!Oirreyhig of parctoii to'rc^pentMit sinners. ' 

Q. Is it common with the AUnighty to ^e us his bless* 
ings through the ministry of hid servants ? 

A. Yes ; it is. As will be pkinly seen in the conclud- 
ing |Mlurt of tbe 6th chapter cf Numbers, where G6d 
enjoins the form of words with which the Priests 
tM to bless the peo]^le, and promises Himself tb 
confirm that blessing. 

Q.* Why may not the people repeat ^e Absolution wkh 
the Priest? 

A. Because the message of Absolution from the AhnSghty 
hbs been committed to the Priests alone to ddiver. 

O. Does the PrieiBt declare the Lord's pardon to all tlie 
congregation? 

A. Ko ; only to those who have confessed their Inns otkt 
of a penitent heart. 

Q. What is the meanibg of *• uiifeign^y '* in the Ab- 
solution ? 

A. Without decdt atid hypocrisy, reaHy. 

Q. What do you understand by the Rubritial dii^ection 
"the people shall anerwer here, and at 'the 'Cnd^ of all 
other prayers Amen?" • ' • 

A. I understand th4t Ihe people aiie eiepecled to'be silent 
in the prayers themselves, imless they at^etiHerwise 
directed. 

Q. Why are we directed in the Rubric to say the Lord's 
Prayer ^th an " audible voice ? *' 

A. To shew with what boldness we should addi^ess the 
throne of grace. 

0. Why do we call God ^'^Our Father^ " 

A. To teach us that we are all Brethren. 
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Q. Ib Oodt propedy speaking, < Oiur Father? * 

A. Ye« ; because he created ub. 

Q. Is He our Father in any other way ? 

A. Yes* by adoption. 

Q. When did He adopt ua ae His Quldren ? 

A. When we were baptized. 

Q. What does "Hallowed be thy Name " mean? 

A. May thy name be always used in a holy manner. 

Q. What do we pray /for, when we say, '* My kingdom 

come?*' 
A. We pray for the establishment of Christ's kingdom in 

the hearts of men* 
Q. Do we pray for any thing else ? 
A. Yes, for the coming of Christ in his kinfpdom to 

judge the quick and the dead, 
Q. By whom is God's will done in heaiven ? 
A. By the blessed Angels. 
Q. When we say " give us this day our daily bread,*' do 

you think we pray for anything else besides bread 

for our bodies ? 
A. Yes ; bread for our souls. 
a What bread is that? 
A. The word of God ; Jesus Christ tke true bread, which 

. coiMi down fxottk Heaven. John vi. 51. 
Q. What measure of forgiveness are we to expect from 

God? 
A. The same that we mete out to our fellow creatures. 
Q. Is it not then vain to expect forgiveness from God, 

if we do not forgive our neighbour his trespasses? 
A. Yes; not only vain, but presumptuous. 
Q. What do we itiean by saying " and lead us not- into 

temptation ^ " I thought God nevfr tempted any 

man? 
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A. We mean suffer us not to be led into temp^tfition. 
Q. What is " for thine is the kingdom, the power, and 

the glory " called ? 
A. The Doxology. 

Q. What do yon mean by Doxi^ogy? 
A. Words of praise. 

Q. Why tfrit bometimee left out and sometimee inserted? 
A. Beeanse Bt. Luke leaves it out, and St. Matthew in 

some places, while the other ETangeMsts insert It. 
Q. When the Lord's Prayer is ended, the Minister pro- 

cee<k to utter certain sentences alternately with tlie 

congregation, what are the called ? 
A. Responses. 

Q. Why are they called Responses? 
A. Because in them the people answer the IViest. 
Q. What is the first response ? 
A. •* O Lord, open thou our lips/* 
Q. What is the meaning of this petition ? 
A. That the Lord would give u» grace to opeA [our lips 

and pray to him. 
Q. Why do we pray for this in this part of the serv%&f 
A. Because the late confession of our sins is supposed Xsi 

have made us so very sorrowful. 
Q. Why are we directed in the following Rubrioto rise 

from our knees ? 
A. Because we have now good hope that our pardon is 

granted. 
Q. What part of the service is here ended? 
A. That which is generally called t^e penitential part. 
Q. To what do we now pass on ? 
A. To the office oi praise, or eucharietieal p9Xt, 
Q. How does the Piiest begin this office ? 



36 QUS8TX0N8 OK 

Q. Can you explain this further ? 

A. Yes ; the first Sunday in Lent was anciently called 

Quadragesima, because it was forty days from the 

season of Easter. 
Q. Why is the Sunday previous to the ancient Quadra- 
gesima Sunday called Quinquagesima ? 
A. Because it is forty-seven days before Easter, or fifty 

days in even and round numbers. 
Q. Is this the case likewise Mritfa Sexagesima and Sep- 

tuagesima ? 
A. Yes ; each of those Sundays being sixty and seventy 

days from Easter, when calculated in round numbers. 
Q. What is the intention of these Sundays ? 
A. To call off our minds from Christmas feasting and joy 

to a due preparation for the approaching season of 

Lent. 
Q. What is the Tuesday after Quinquagesima Sunday 

called? 
A. Shrove Tuesday. 
Q. Why? 
A. From the custom in Roman Catholic Countries of 

shriving or confessing sins to the Priest on that day, 

in order the better to receive the Lord's Supper at 

the beginning of Lent. 
Q. What is the meaning of the word " Lent ? " 
A. It is an old Saxon word, which signifies Spring —so 

called from the season of the year when this Fast is 

observed. 
Q. For what period of time does Lent last ? 
A. For forty days. 
Q. In what exercises should tiiese forty days be spent? 
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A. In the exercises of constant prayer and self-denial ? 

Q. Did our Saviour ever present to us in His own person 
any pattern for such stated exercises ? 

A, Yes, when he retired to the wilderness, where he re- 
mained forty days and forty nights engaged in prayer 
with fasting. 

Q. But is it not the duty of a Christian man to practise 
self-denial and charity at all times ? 

A. Most certainly ; but our Church well knows that un- 
less she fixed some seasons for the particular per- 
formance of these duties, many of her Members 
would be apt to forget them altogether. 

Q. What extent of self-denial does the Church recom- 
mend her Members to practise at this time ? 

A. Just so much as each may think best calculated to 
promote his own spiritual improvement. 

Q. Why is the first day of Lent called Ash- Wednesday ? 

A. Because in the early Church it was usual on this day 
to cover the heads of penitent sinners with sack- 
cloth and ashes. 

Q. Why was this done ? 

A. To make sinners detest those crimes which brought 
such trouble and confusion in the Church. 

Q. Does our Church in any part of her services lament 
the absence of such wholesome Discipline ? 

A. Yes ; in that service which is called the Commutation 
Service, and is always read on this day. 

Q. Why does Lent begin on a Wednesday ? 

A. To make up for the four Sundays which occur in 
Lent. 

Q, If all the Sundays in the year are Festivals, why do 
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the Collects, Epistles, and Gospels for the Sundays 
in Lent excite us to the exercise of fasting ? 

A. Lest these days of cessation from Fasting should tempt 
us to discontinue our self-denial on the week days. 

Q. What would seem to be the general design of the 
Qospels at thb time ? 

A. To remind us that the seasons we spend in retirement 
from the world should be employed in doing good, 
and that a spirit of holiness should accompany all 
our deeds. 

Q. Are any Sundays in Lent distinguished by particular 
names ? 

A. Yes ; the fourth Sunday in Lent was called Mid- lent 
Sunday ; the fifth Sunday, Passion Sunday ; and the 
sixth. Palm Sunday. 

Q. Why is the fifth Sunday in Lent called Passion Sun- 
day, when it would seem more proper to call the 
sixth Sunday Passion Sunday ? 

A. Because the Sunday before Easter is generally called 
Palm Sunday, in commemoration of our Lord's tri- 
umphal entry into Jerusalem, and so Passion Sunday 
has been thrown back to the preceding Sunday. 

Q. By what name is the last week in Lent styled i 

A. Passion week. 

Q. Why so ? 

A. Because on thb week our Saviour underwent his final 
sufferings for men. 

Q. By what other name is it sometimes called ? 

A. Holy week 

Q. Why called Holy week ? 

A. On account of the character of the Holy Redeemer, 
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Vfho suffered on it, and likewise on aecount of the 

Holy employments to i/^hich the first Christians 

applied themselves on this day.* 
Q. Why has our Church appointed separate Epistles and 

Gospels for every day in this week ? 
A. On account of the great importance of this week in 

man's Redemption, as well as to fix our minds more 

attentively on the particular occurrences of each 

day ? 
Q. Can you inform me of the several events which 

occurred to our Saviour during this week ? 
A. Yes; 
I. On Sunday — 

Jesus arrives at Bethany. 

Mary anoints His feet at supper. 
II. Monday — 

His public procession to Jerusalem. 

He teaches the people and returns to Bethany. 

♦ ** The first Christians obsenred the whole week with great strict- 
ness of fastiilg and humiliation, some fasting three days together, some 
four, and others, who could bear it, the whole six,— beginning on 
Monday- morning and not eatins anything a^ain till cock-crowing on 
the Sunday following. Several of the Christian Emperors, to shew 
what veneration they had for this holy season, caused all law-suits to 
cease, and txibunals to be shut, and prisoners to be set free ; thereby 
imitating their great Lord and Master, who, by his death at this time, 
deliveied us from the prison and chains of sin.'* 

'*The Church of England uses all the means she can to retain 
this decent and pious custom, and hath made sufficient provision for 
the exercise of the devotions of her Members in public, calling us eveiy 
day this week to meditate on our Lord's sufferings, and collecting, in 
the Lessons, Epistles, and Gospels, most of those portions of Scripture, 
that relate to this tragical subject, to increase our humiliation by the 
consideration of our Saviour, to the end that, with penitent hearts, and 
firm resolutions, of ^ •'•'•' • . . ^ • 

through the several 



firm resolutions, of dyigg likewise to sin, we mav attend oui Saviour 
reral stages of his bitter sufferings f — 

Wheatlby, on Praybh. 
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III. Tuesday- 
He curses the barren Fig Tree. 

He purges the Temple a second time. 
He returns to Bethany. 

IV. Wednesday — 

The Fig Tree withered. 

The Pharisees question his authority. 

Question of tribute to Caesar. 

He silences the Sadducees. 

He silences the Pharisees. 

He rebukes the Scribes and Pharisees. 
He prophecies on Mount Olivet. 

He foretells his Crucifixion in two days. 

The Chief Priests conspire against Him. 

He returns to Bethany to Simon the leper's 

A woman anoints His head. 

Judas sells his Lord. 

V. Thursday.— 

Preparation of the Passover. 

He eats it with the Apostles. 

He washes their feet. 

He detects the traitor Judas. 

Institution of the Lord's Supper. 

He goes to Mount Olivet. 

Hb intercession. 

He goes to Gethsemane. 

His agony. 

Judas betrays his Lord. 

Jesus taken to Annas. 

Jesus taken to Caiaphas. 

Peter denies his Lord. 



THB LITURGY. 41 

VL Friday.— 

Jesus taken to Pilate at day*break. 

Pilate sends Him to Herod. 

Judas hangs himself. 

Jesus sentenced by Pilate. 

Jesus crucified at the third hour. 

Darkness from the sixth to the ninth hour. 

The body granted to Joseph of Arimathae. 

Interred after sun-set. 
Vn. Saturday.— 

The Sepulchre secured by a seal and a Roman 
Ghiard. 
Q. Why is the Thursday of this week called Maunday 

Thursday ? 
A. Because it was the day on which our Saviour Him- 
self appointed the remembrances of his sufferings, to 

be observed by Christians for ever» and on which, 

after having washed His Disciples feet, he gave man 

data (the Latin word for commands) as to their 

future conduct. 
Q. And what was the great command He then gave 

them? 
A. TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER. 
Q. Why is the Friday of this week called Good Friday ? 
A. Because our Lord having died on the cross on that 

day, brought " good " things for man, and finished 

that "good" work for which he came into the 

world. 
Q. What is the evening before Easter Sunday called ? 
A. Easter Eve, or Easter Vigil. 

G 
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Q. Is not this reckoned the most important of all the 
Eves? 

A. Yes ; and was observed by the Ancients with more 
than ordinary devotion and ceremony. 

tl. From whence does the word Easter come ? 

A. From an old Saxon word, which signifies *' To Rise." 

Q. Why is this day called Rise or Easter ? 

A. Because our Lord rose from the dead on this day. 

Q. What was the usual salutation of the early Christians 
on this morning ? 

A, " Christ is risen " to which those who were saluted 
replied " Christ is risen indeed." 

Q. Why is it a day of so much joy to us ? 

A. Because the resurrection of our Lord from the dead 
is a sure proof to us of our own resurrection from 
the dead hereafter. 

Q. What fast does the Church observe at this season ? 

A. The fast of the Rogation Days, which are the Mon- 
day, Tuesday, and Wednesday before Holy Thurs- 
day, or the Ascension of our Lord. 

Q. Why are they called Rogation Days ? 

A. From a Latin word signifying " to ask" 

Q. What should be the employment of devout Christians 
at this season ? 

A. Prayer to God, to prepare their minds for a proper 
celebration of our Saviour's Ascension, as well as 
for His blessing on the fruits now covering the 
earth. 

Q» What Festival does the Church celebrate on Ascension 
Day? 
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A. The Ascension of our Lord to Heaven. 

Q. What is this week sometimes called ^ 

A. Expectation week. 

Q. Why so? 

A. Because during this week the Apostles continued in 

earnest prayer and expectation of the Comforter. 
Q. What Festival next succeeds ^ 
A. That of Whitsunday. 
Q. Why so called ? 
A. Most probably from the white garments which they 

that were baptised at this time put on. 
Q. What do we celebrate on this day ? 
A. The Descent of the Holy Ghost on the Apostles. 
Q. What ancient Jewish Feast was observed at this 

time? 
A. The Feast of Pentecost, which was kept in memory 

of the delivery of the Law, on Mount Sinai. 
Q. Why was it necessary that a season should be set 

apart for the commemoration of the Trinity ? 
A. The better to check the spreading opinions of certain 

wicked men who were called Arians, and denied the 

three in one. 
Q* Why was this day chosen for this purpose ? 
A. Because the Holy Ghost having now been given the 

full knowledge of the Trinity was granted to man. 
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Q. Where is St. Andrew^s Day usually placed ? 

A. At the hegiimmg of Advent. 

Q. Why 80? 

A. Because as St. Andrew was the first Apostle that 

found the Messiah, and the first that brought others 

to Him, our Church thinks most proper to {dace it at 

the beginning of Advent, as the most fitting to bring 

the news of our Saviour's coming. 
Q. Why is St. Thomas' Day next placed ? 
A. To represent to us the needfulness of ftuth in Him 

whose birth is about to be celebrated. 
Q. Why is not St Paul commemorated as the Other 

Apostles by his death or martyrdom ? 
A. Because his Miraculous Conversion is that event in 

his life which has been most beneficial to the cause 

of the Church. 
Q. What two events in the life of the Virgin Mary does 

our Church keep holy ? 
A. The Purification and the Annunciation. 
Q. What does the Purification of St, Mary the Virgin 

commemorate ? 
A. The Presentation of Christ in the Temple. 
Q. What was the Law of Purification ? 
A. A Law by which all the women were obliged to 

separate themselves from the public congregation 

forty days after the birth of a male child, and eight 

days after the birth of a female. 



TBB LXTT7RGT. 45 

Q. And when these days of purifying were ended, 'what 

did they present ? 
A. If like the Virgin Mary, in humhle Hfe> two turtle 

doves, or two young pigeons. 
Q. Why has the day been sometimes called Gandlemaft 

Day? 
A. From the ancient custom of placing lights in the 

Church at this season to represent Christ the light to 

lighten the Gentiles, as Holy Simeon styled Him. 
Q. What do we learn from an observation of the Festival 

of St. Matthias ? 
A. The prudence and caution with which the Governors 

of the Church should proceed in their selection of 

fitting persons to serve in the sacred ministry of the 

Church. 
Q. What do we learn from the Festival of St. Michael 

and all Angels ? 
A. To cultivate a spirit of thankfulness to Almighty God 

for the benefits His Church has derived in all ages 

from the Ministry of Holy Angels. 
Q. What account have we from Scripture of St. Michael. 
A. That he was an Arch or chief Angel, who presided 

over the afiairs of the Jewish nation. See Rev. 

xii. 7. Jude 9. 
Q. What is the Festival of all Saints ? 
A. A Festival set apart for expressing our gratitude to 

God Almighty for the example which has been set 

by His Saints in all ages. 
Q. What do you mean by the word " Saint ? '* 
A. In the earliest ages of the Church it signified a 

Believer, as St. Peter and St. Bftul. 
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Q. What has it come to signify now ? 

A. An earnest Christian. 

Q. Did not the Church of Rome obsenre many more 
Saints' Days than we do ? 

A* Yes ; and our Church thought fit at the Reformation 
to lay aside many of them, yet still to observe the 
Festival of all Saints, whereby, by a general Com- 
memoration, thanks are returned to God for 
them all. 
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